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1295 King Wenceslas II 
established the town of 
Pilsen at the confluence 
of four rivers

Starý Plzenec, the original 
“Old” Pilsen, located about 
6 miles from today’s Pilsen

Fourth largest city in the 
Czech Republic with 
179,000 residents

Pilsen metropolitan area – 
300,000 residents
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On May 6, 1945, Pilsen was 
liberated from the Nazis 
by the US Third Army 
commanded by General 
George S. Patton

The totalitarian communist 
regime attempted to erase 
this fact from public memory

Pilsen’s celebrations of the 
liberation were a symbol 
of the country’s regained 
freedom – including 
celebrations after 1989

The Liberation Festival 
has been held every year 
since 1990 and is attended 
by US veterans and 
ambassadors

On May 6, 1945, Pilsen was 
liberated from the Nazis 
by the US Third Army 
commanded by General 
George S. Patton

The totalitarian communist 
regime attempted to erase 
this fact from public memory

Pilsen’s celebrations of the 
liberation were a symbol 
of the country’s regained 
freedom – including 
celebrations after 1989

The Liberation Festival 
has been held every year 
since 1990 and is attended 
by US veterans and 
ambassadors

On May 6, 1945, Pilsen was 
liberated from the Nazis 
by the US Third Army 
commanded by General 
George S. Patton

American



Dozens of research and 
manufacturing companies 
operate here today

Strong tradition of 
technical education – 
electrical engineering, 
mechanical engineering 
and construction at the high 
school and university levels

Parts for the London Eye, 
Škoda trolleybuses in San 
Francisco, and Loviisa 
nuclear power plant in 
Finland were all produced 
in Pilsen

Originally a Pilsen brand, 
Škoda is now synonymous 
with Czech passenger cars

Since the 
establishment 
of Škoda 
Works in 1866, 
Pilsen has 
been a city 
of industry
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2015 The unused train 
building is converted into 
Moving Station cultural 
center and theater hall

Papírna, a former paper 
mill, converted into 43,000 
square feet of halls, studios 
and a café

In 2005, a Škoda production 
hall was converted into 
Techmania Science Center 
featuring a 3D planetarium

Tech Tower science & 
technology park at the site of 
the former Světovar brewery

1904 Pilsen – Jižní Předměstí 
train building opens
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St Bartholomew’s Cathedral, 
an icon of Pilsen with the 
tallest church tower in the 
Czech Republic

Interiors from the workshop 
of Adolf Loos, rediscovered 
and gradually restored

New theater, synagogue, 
brewery, main train station, 
fountains

1295 land allocator 
Jindřich establishes 
the new Pilsen at 
the behest of King 
Wenceslas II
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On October 5, 1842, 
brewmaster Josef Groll 
brewed the first batch 
of a new Pilsner beer

More than 170 years of 
Pilsner Urquell

290 million gallons of beer 
were exported to over 50 
countries around the world

All light bottom-fermented 
lagers around the world are 
called “pils”
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In a suburb of Chicago on 
October 5, 1902, a son, 
Albert, was born to Alois 
Kroc, a Czech immigrant and 
pub keeper from the village 
of Stupno near Pilsen. Albert 
went on to establish the 
McDonald’s brand when he 
was 50 years old.
Coincidence? Certainly not.
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Škoda Transportation – 
metro, coaches, trams, 
buses and trolleybuses 
for the entire world. More 
than 150 years of tradition. 
50 countries. 

In 2021 the Consortium 
for the development of 
autonomous rail vehicle is 
established, it uses a digital 
twin city, a test polygon, 
5G network

Škoda Albatros steam 
locomotive 100 mph in 1964

Safran Group – development 
and production of cargo 
aircraft interiors 
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The robotics centre deepens 
digital skills in primary schools. 
It educates children, teachers, 
introduces robotics education.

SIT Port builds a community 
of technical and business 
talents aged 16+. For this 
purpose, it uses projects 
like PilsenCube – a student 
satellite.

A unique ecosystem of Talent 
Development and Inspiration 
for entrepreneurship has 
been created in Pilsen

University of West Bohemia in 
Pilsen and Charles University’s 
Faculty of Medicine with more 
than 13,000 students

Investments into first-class 
classroom equipment at the 
K–12 level, data connectivity, 
use of interactive tools and 
modern technology

US Point – six years and 
600+ events for high schools, 
colleges and individuals. 
Pilsen Talks with US university 
and institutional speakers on 
current topics

In 1949 the University 
of Mechanical and 
Electrical Engineering 
is established in Pilsen
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University of West Bohemia in 
Pilsen and Charles University’s 
Faculty of Medicine with more 
than 13,000 students

The „Challenges“ program 
helps retain talented young 
people in Pilsen, accelerates 
start-up creations and brings 
in investors

TechTower project will significantly 
support incubation of start-ups 
in 2022
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Pilsen Science and Technology Park 
as a crucial development project 
supporting innovative enterprise 

Municipal investments into 
infrastructure at university and 
research campuses

Support for promotional events 
like Science and Technology Days 
in Pilsen

NTIS European Centre of 
Excellence, RICE Regional 
Electrical Engineering 
Innovation Centre, Pilsen 
Science and Technology 
Park and more

Pilsen Science and Technology Park 
as a crucial development project 
supporting innovative enterprise 

Municipal investments into 
infrastructure at university and 
research campuses

Support for promotional events 
like Science and Technology Days 
in Pilsen

NTIS European Centre of 
Excellence, RICE Regional 
Electrical Engineering 
Innovation Centre, Pilsen 
Science and Technology 
Park and more

NTIS European Centre of 
Excellence, RICE Regional 
Electrical Engineering 
Innovation Centre, Pilsen 
Science and Technology 
Park and more

Explorational



Long-term connection with 
University Hospital Plzeň, 
one of the largest hospitals 
in the Czech Republic

Modern campus 
encompassing research, 
study and recreational zones

Research focused on human 
organ replacement and 
regeneration

2014 – Biomedical Centre 
opens in Pilsen
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Research and development 
into the possible use of 
drones for integrated 
emergency service units

Smart suit for fire rescue 
squads

Detection of bark 
beetle-infested trees

A digital twin for inspecting 
bridge structures using 
drones

2015 SIT drones 
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for aerial work
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Smart public transportation 
control systems, 
coordination, smart public 
transportation stops

Unique camera cranes – 
Technocrane camera 
cranes have won an Oscar, 
the highest award of the 
American Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, for their technical 
contribution to film

2016 Center of 
Robotics opened 
as a center 
of high-tech 
education
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PoliVisu – interpretation of 
traffic data, creation of traffic 
modeller app – modelling 
the impact of closures in 
traffic

DUET – digital twin city with 
overlapping urban planning, 
mobility, environment, safety

S4AllCities – using AI to 
improve safety in European 
cities

Pilsen as a part of international 
HORIZON 2020 (Europe) projects
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Bike and scooter sharing in 
the city center and at the 
university campus

Car sharing operated by 
the Pilsen City Transport 
Company

Office sharing makes it 
easier to launch start-up 
projects and communities

2018 first municipal 
shared cars
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Thank you for 
your attention! 
And see you 
later in Pilsen

www.plzen.eu 
www.visitplzen.eu

smartcity.plzen.eu/en

@visitplzen 
#visitplzen
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